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Clinical Consult 
continued from page 599 


patibilities. Information provided to Medcomp from 
Amuchina showed that the kill time with all common bac- 
teria is 1-2 minutes for the Exsept‘® and Amuchina ® 50% 
solutions. The Bard company says that any cleansing solu- 
tion can be used on their silicone Hickmans®, but 
Optiflow®, Hemoglide®, Flexxicon®, and Niagara® are 
all made of polyurethane and cannot be exposed to alco- 
hol or alcohol-containing disinfectants such as chlorhexi- 
dine. The Bard catheter company does not recommend 
using any ointments containing polyethylene glycol 
(PEG) on their polyurethane catheters because of evi- 
dence of long-term use causing softening and degradation 
of the material. 

In summary, though not all catheter brands in use are 
specified here, it would be prudent to avoid alcohol and 
chlorhexidine use with any long-term polyurethane 
catheter unless the packaging has specific instructions to 
the contrary. It should also be noted that these instructions 
are still confusing and are likely to be changed periodical- 
ly, therefore the user should always consult the most 
recent product literature on the catheter. The surgeon or 
interventional radiologist should be contacted for the lit- 
erature if necessary. 
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